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Recommendation to Improvement and Innovation Advisory Committee: That the 
report and presentation on LG Inform and LG Inform Plus be noted.

Reason for recommendation: To ensure Members are aware of the data and 
information that is available to them through the LG Inform and LG Inform Plus 
websites provided by the Local Government Association.

Introduction and Background

1 This report provides Members with information about two services provided 
by the Local Government Association which enable Council Members, 
Officers and residents to access data and information about local areas and 
public services.

2 In addition to the information provided in this report, Officers will provide a 
presentation at the Advisory Committee meeting illustrating how the sites 
can be used to help Members in their role as a Councillor.

LG Inform

3 The LG Inform website focuses on providing a benchmarking service for a 
range of key performance, contextual and financial data for local 
authorities. LG Inform brings this together in an online tool at 
https://lginform.local.gov.uk/

4 Using LG Inform enables Council Officers and Members to view data from 
over 4,000 individual items and make comparisons between their authority 
and other councils or groups of councils. Using a gov.uk email address you 
can register to use site. Being a registered user enables LG Inform to be 
tailored to present information to suit your own needs by making reports and 
by bringing several data items together. The data is maintained by the LGA 
and updated quickly after being published at its source.

https://lginform.local.gov.uk/


5 The data available ranges from population data, to statistics about health 
and crime, to the performance of local services such as the amount of waste 
collected or the time taken to process benefit applications.

6 LG Inform is also open to the public. The public can view any of the 4,000 
data items and see key information for their council.

LG Inform Plus

7 Sevenoaks District Council subscribes to the LG Inform Plus service. It allows 
greater access to more detailed information, and effective use of the data 
enables a better understanding of business challenges and performance.

8 Alongside providing data and information on our District, it also provides 
information about data retention standards and the power and duties of 
local government. LG Inform Plus is available online at 
https://lginformplus.org/ 

9 LG Inform Plus contains more than 8,000 regularly updated data items from 
45 different data sources. The data covers topics such as health, finance, 
crime and other public services. Being a registered user enables you to view 
maps and reports holding data about local areas, all of which can be tailored 
to meet individual needs.

10 While LG Inform allows comparison of an authority's area with others, LG 
Inform Plus looks within a local authority’s borders, providing information for 
each ward and smaller areas of geography. This can then be compared with 
other wards regionally and nationally

Key Implications

Financial 

There are no financial implications to this report. 

Legal Implications and Risk Assessment Statement. 

There are no legal or risk implications related to this report. 

Equality Assessment  

The decisions recommended through this paper have a remote or low relevance to 
the substance of the Equality Act. There is no perceived impact on end users.

Appendices None

Background Papers None
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